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ENQUIRY QUESTION

How does Quality of Life vary across urban areas? 

Fieldwork Method 1: Land use (RICEPOTS)

Fieldwork Live will be conducting a method to investigate land use. 

 ¾ State one reason why this is a valid set of data to collect  
. 

R RESIDENTIAL
F Flat T Terraced S Semi-detached B Bungalow D Detached
I INDUSTRIAL
L Light manufacture H Heavy manufacture C Chemical B Building works
C COMMERCIAL

F Food C Convenience D Depart-
ment H Household/ 

furniture M Market G Garage S Specialist 
shop O Office R Repairs

E ENTERTAINMENT
H Hotel S Sports centre P Pub/club/bar T Theatre/cinema M Museum A Arcade C Cafe/restaurant
P PUBLIC BUILDING
E Education/library H Hospital J Job centre C Church W Welfare T Town centre P Police/courts
O OPEN SPACE
F Farm P Park D Derelict S Sports field C Cemetery U Unused W Water B Beach M Marina
T TRANSPORT
R Railway B Bus stop/station T Taxi A Airport S Sea port C Car park
S SERVICES
F Financial B Business D Defence M Medical H Housing S Social C Community

HINT: how does 
it help answer 

our EQ?

 ¾ State the RICEPOTS value for the Fieldwork Live location and for your own location.
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What are the strengths of this method? What are the weaknesses of this method?

HINT: Refer back to the key 
term triangle – make sure 

these words feature in your 
answers.

VALID
REPRESENTATIVE

ACCURATE

PR
EC

IS
E

RE
LI

AB
LE

 ¾ What are the strengths and weaknesses of the 
RICEPOTS method?
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Fieldwork Method 2:	 Questionnaire

Fieldwork Live will be conducting a questionnaire.

 ¾ Explain how a questionnaire could be a valid method to investigate our Enquiry Question.

Question	1: Are you a visitor or local in this area? Visitor Local resident

 ¾ Think: why is this question important?

Question	2: What age range are you in? Up to 20 21-30 31-40

51-60 61-70 71+41-50

 ¾ Think: are there any ethical implications of asking this question?

Question	3: To what extent do you agree that there is a good quality of life in this area?

Neither yes or no Somewhat agree Agree fullyNot particularlyNot at all
3 4 521

 ¾ Think: why is it important that this is a graded response rather than a yes or no answer?

Question	4:	To what extent do you feel that the following factors contribute to good QOL in 
this area? Use the same scale as above.

What are the strengths of this method? What are the weaknesses of this method?

Factor affecting QOL 1 2 3 4 5
Housing affordability
Housing quality
Crime level
Service availability
Employment opportunities
Environmental quality
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Fieldwork Method 3: EQA

Fieldwork Live will be conducting a method to investigate the environmental and housing 
quality of the area.

Poor 1 2 3 4 5 Good
Environmental quality
Evidence of lots of litter and 
graffiti/vandalism

No evidence of litter or
graffiti/vandalism

Urban environment closed, very 
little open green space

Environment open with access to 
large green spaces

Housing quality

Small cramped houses Houses look spacious and well 
placed

Accessibility/functionalty: difficult 
to get to e.g. up steps

Accessibility/functionality: house is 
accessible for any level of mobility

Column totals Overall total =                / 30

 ¾ Explain how this is a valid method for measuring QOL.

What are the strengths of this method? What are the weaknesses of this method?

 ¾ Consider your own options for the categories that are blank, make sure they are valid 
(help to answer our EQ).
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Fieldwork Method 4: Annotated photos

Work along with the #fieldworklive presenter to annotate this photo with key information 
on Quality of Life in this area.
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